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ERRATA. 



Page 6, for "1855," in last paragraph, read " 1865." 

Page 7, for "July 26, 1866," in pai-agraph next to last, read "July 28, 1866.'' 
Page 10, for " Sept. 27, 1861," date of enlistment of M. LaRue Harrison, read " Sept. 24, 1861." 
Page 12, for date of enlistment of M. LaRue Harrison, read " Sept. 24, 1861," and for date of rank "July 3, 
1862;" also, for the word "infantry," after the word " entered," in same line," read " regiment." 
Page 51, for date of enlistment of William S. Johnson read "April 10, 1861." 
Page 56, for " October," in line 42, read " November." 

Page 166, for " Jan. 25, 1865," date of rank of William J. Hunter, read " June 20, 1865." 
Page 169, under the head of remarks for James M. Johnson, add "brevetted brigadier genertil of volun- 
teers April, 10, 1867, with rank from March 13, 1865." 
Page 225, for company " F," in remarks opposite name of Ira D. Bronson, read company " K." 
Page 229, under head of remarks for James M.Bethel, captain company "K," read also "mustered out 
with regiment." 
Page 251, for "Aug. 15, 1863," date of enlistment of Denton D. Stark, read " Aug. 15, 1861." 
Page 255, in historical memoranda, read " Robert Thompson" for " Robert V. Thompson," and " Aug. 10, 
1865," for " Auig. 30, 1865," as date of muster out of battery. 
Page 256, under the head of enlisted men deserted in 1st Arkansas battery, insert the figures "24." 
Page 265, in line 39, for " Hon. John T. Henderson" read "Hon. John B. Henderson." 
Page 272, for "William Shreve" read "Wilson Shreve." 
Page 273, for " James F. Clean" read " James F. Clure." 
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REPOET 

OF THE 

ADJUTANT GENERAL OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS, 

FOR 

The period of the late rehellion, and to November 1, 1866. 



NOTE. 

In November last the following report was submitted, in manuscript, to the legislature of 
the State of Arkansas, as a document accompanying the governor's message. ~ That 'body, 
however, disregarding the governor's recommendation that by their order it should be printed' 
and havmg otherwise shown their hostility to the efficient management of the adjutant gen- 
eral's office, my petition to Congress for the publication of this report, in order that some 
record might be preserved of the loyal soldiery of a rebellious State, was, on the 25th ultimo, 
presented by Hon. Henry Wilson, chairman of the Senate Committee on Military Affairs. 
Subsequently the following proceedings were had : 



"In Senate, Friday, February 1^, 1867. 



"ARKANSAS LOYAL TROOPS. 

_„"^^- Anthony. The Committee on Printing, to whom was referred a memorial of *Albert 
W. Bishop, adjutant general of Arkansas, praying that an appropriation be made for the 
publication of his report presented to the legislature of that State, have instructed me to report 
a resolution m conformity with the prayer of the memorialist; and, if the Senate will now 
indulge me, I will state the object of the resolution, and ask for its present consideration, if 
no one objects, because as the Senate nearly always indulges the Committee on Printing with 
the present consideration of their resolutions, I do not wish to ask for it unless it is neces- 
sary for the public service. All the loyal States have prepared rosters of the men who served 
m the loyal army, and they have been published, with the reports of the adjutants g-eneral of 
the various States. 

"The State of Arkansas furnished over ten thousand men to the loyal army. The adju- 
tant general presented his report, with a roster of those names, to the legislature of that State 
which IS now under disloyal control, an<i they have refused to publish it, so that there is no 
record whatever of the services of these gallant men. It seemed to the committee that it was 
due to them that this dereliction on the part of their own State should be made up by Con 
gress. They have also received a letter from General Grant, strongly urging the publicatiox 
of the report. Now, if no senator objects, Task for the present consideration of the resolution. 

"By unanimous consent the Senate proceeded to consider the following resolution : 

''Resolved, That the report of Albert W. Bishop, adjutant general of Arkansas, be printed 
for the use of the Senate, and that one thousand extra copies be printed for the use of the 
adjutant general of Arkansas, to be distributed among the loyal officers of that State men- 
tioned therein. 

"The resoluj;ion was agreed to." 

For this recognition of their military services in, sustaining the national flag and defendiDg 
the honor of a common country, the LTr^^'on men of Arkansas are profoundly grateful to the 
Senate of the United States and General Grant. 

ALBERT W. BISHOP, 
_ _ Adjutant General of Arkansas. 

Washington, D. C, February 1867. 
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2 REPORT OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL OF ARKANSAS. 

Headquarters State of Arkansas, 

Adjutant General's Office, 

Little Rock, November 1, 1866. 
Governor : I have the honor to transmit herewith my report of the organiza- 
tion and operations of the loyal troops of the State during the late rebellion, 
and the transactions of this department since the establishment of the present 
State government. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

/ ALBERT W. BISHOP, 

Adjutant General. 
His Excellency Isaac Murphy, 

Governor of Arkansas. 



REPORT. 



The gathering storm of 1860 was nowhere more sincerely regretted than by 
thousands in the south. In this State there was sincere devotion to the Union, 
but her power was mainly wielded by open or concealed enemies of the general 
government, and it was impossible to stay the tide that swept her into rebellion. 

On the 6tb day of May, 1861, the State assumed to secede. Union men who 
were members of the convention, and even signed the ordinance of secession, 
and those who sympathized with them throughout the State, were for many 
months powerless in council and the field, and some, indeed, never threw off 
their enforced adhesion to the southern confederacy until the war had ceased, 
and the confederacy itself was hopelessly shattered. For nearly a year, in fact, 
after this attempted secession of the State, there was a substantial want of con- 
cert of action among Union men, and they quietly submitted to what they could 
not prevent, or fled for secm% to the caves and hills. Thus wore away the 
first year of the war. 

After the battle of Pea Ridge, in March, 1862, and while General Curtis 
was traversing the northern portion of the State from the Upper White river to 
Helena, on the Mississippi, the Union men of Arkansas began to appear within 
the federal lines, and efforts for their military organization were promptly made. 
Some of them, meantime, participated in the battle referred to, fighting with 
whatever regiment they fell in with ; and when General Curtis arrived at Bates- 
ville, he found several hundred men ready to enter the service of the United 
States. For weeks they had been partly organized, and were only waiting a 
favorable opportunity to identify themselves more efficiently with the Union 
cause. Accompanying the army to Helena, they entered the service as mounted 
infantry. For an account of their organization and services, attention is called 
to Appendix A. 

The successful issue of the battle of Pea Ridge was the signal for loyal citi- 
izens, especially in northwestern Arkansas, to leave their homes for the federal 
lines. Many came, also, from the woods where for months they had secreted 
themselves, and shortly there assembled at Cassville, Missouri, a number suf- 
ficient to warrant the organization of a company. M. La Rue Harrison, of the 
thirty-sixth Illinois infantry volunteers, then post quartermaster at the place 
last mentioned, conceived the idea of effecting this organization, and with great 
assiduity immediately set about the accomplishment of his purpose. A company 
was promptly organized, with himself as captain, and attached to the sixth 
Missouri cavalry volunteers, then commanded by Colonel Clark Wright., 

Loyal Arkansians, however, continuing still to cross the border, Colonel 
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REPORT OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL OF ARKANSAS. 3 

Harrison (as he afterwards became) now determined to raise a regiment, and 
one to be known distinctively as an Arkansas organization. Without delay he 
applied do the Secretary of War for authority to raise the first regiment of 
Arkansas cavahy volunteers. Hon. John S. Phelps, of Missouri, then in 
Washington, heartily seconded his efforts, and by dint of no little persistency 
succeeded in obtaining a special order to raise the regiment. At first the depart- 
ment was averse to granting the order, but the loyalty of these men admitted of 
no doubt, and on the 16th day of June, 18G2, the order was issued. 

As will more fully appear from Appendix A, the raising of this regiment gave 
great encouragement to loyal citizens of the State, especially in the northwest, 
and was followed, as soon as circumstances would allow, by the organization 
and muster in for three years or during the war of the first and second regiments 
of Arkansas infantry, the second Arkansas cavalry, and battery A, first Arkansas 
light artillery- To the commanders of these and all other organizations sent by 
Arkansas into the field to maintain the integrity of the Union, great credit is 
due for the prosecution of their labors under circumstances both extraordinary 
and anomalous. 

A large proportion of the population of the State had in one form or another 
identified themselves with the rebellion. Public sentiment was disloyal, and a 
citizen of the State could do no act so odious to the majority as enlisting in the 
federal army. It wa^ regarded as the clearest evidence of treason, and for a 
time there was a strong disposition not to accord to "Arkansas federals," as 
they were termed, the rights of prisoners of war. Happily, however, wiser 
counsels prevailed, and this feature in warfare, which at first seemed to be cul- 
mioatiiig in the worst form of retaliation, was no longer observable. 

After the occupation of Helena by the United States forces in the summer of 
1862, it was thought advisable that a military governor for the State should be 
created, and a commission was accordingly issued to Hon. John S. Phelps, to 
whom the following instructions were given : 

War Department, 
Waskington City, July 19, 1862. 
Sir: The commission you have received expresses on its face the nature 
and extent of the duties and power devolved on you by the appointment of 
military governor of Arkansas. 

Instructions have been given to Major G-eneral Butler to aid you in the per- 
formance of your, duty and the exercise of your authority.' He has also been 
instructed to detail an adequate military force for the S|)ecial purpose of a gov- 
ernor's guard, and to act under your directions. 

It is obvious to you that the great purpose of your appointment is to re- 
establish the authority of the federal government in the State of Arkansas, and 
to provide the means of maintaining peace and security to the loyal inhabitants 
of that State, until they shall be able to re-establish a civil government. Upon 
your wisdom and energetic action much will depend in accomplishing that i esult. 
It is not deemed necessary to give any specific instructions, but rather to confide 
in your SQund discretion to adopt such measures as circumstances may demand. 
Specific instructions will be given when requested. You may rely upon the 
perfect confidence and full support of the department in the performance of 
your duties. 

With respect, I am, -your obedient servant, 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 
Hon. John S. Phelps, 

Military Governor of Arkansas. 
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4 REPOKT OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL OF ARKANSAS. 

EstablishiDg his headquarters at Helena, GoverD or Phelps discharged the 
duties of his position as the exigency of the times allowed, organizing the 
s.eeond Arkansas cavalry, and commissioning various officers in other State 
organizations, until July, 1863, when the maintenance of a military governor- 
ship being no longer considered necessary, the following order was promulgated : 

[General Orders No. 211.] 

War Department, Adjutant General's Office, 

Washington, July 9, 1863. 

Order aholisliing military governorship of Arkansas, 

Ordered, That the appointment of John S. Phelps, as military governor of 
the State of Arkansas, and of Amos F. Eno, as secretary, be revoked, and the 
office of military governor in said State is abolished, and that all authority, ap- 
pointments, and power heretofore granted to and exercised by them, or either 
of them, as military governor or secretary, or by any person or persons, ap- 
pointed by or acting under them, is hereby revoked and annulled. 

By order of the President : 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Assistant Adjutant General, 

Though the powers conferred upon Governor Phelps were, by the terms of 
this order, *' revoked and annulled," the commissions issued by him to officers 
of Arkansas regiments were not invalidated, and in every respect the operations 
of these troops coiitinued as before, the War Department having always in fact 
had substantial control over them. 

After the occupation of Little Kock by the army of Arkansas in September, 

1863, Major General F. Steele commanding, authority was given by him to 
raise the od and 4th regiments of Arkansas cavalry volunteers and the 4th 
regiment of Arkansas mounted infantry, which was done, wholly as to the first 
two commands, and partly as to the last, and all of which entered upon active 
duty. For a sketch of their organization and services, attention is called to 
the memoranda accompanying rosters in Appendix A. 

On the organization of the provisional government of the State in January, 

1864, Captain 0. A. Henry, assistant quartermaster United States volunteers, 
was appointed provisional adjutant general ; and on the establishment of the 
present State government in April of the same year, F. M. Sams, then adjutant 
of the 1st Arkansas infantry volunteers, was duly commissioned as adjutant 
general of the State. Meantime, although the present State government had 
not been fully recognized at Washington by the admission of members of Con- 
gress, your excellency had issued a large number of commissions to officers in 
Arkansas regiments, upon which they were duly mustered into the service. In 
September of the same year I was commissioned adjutant general, and entered 
on duty November 15. 

On the 13th day of December General Steele, then commanding the depart- 
ment of Arkansas, received an order from the commanding general of the division 
of West Mississippi directing the immediate evacuation of Fort Smith and its 
dependencies. The execution of this order being considered by your excellency 
disastrous to the State, you directed me to proceed at once to Washington to 
do what I could to procure its countermand. For the particulars of the mis- 
sion, and its ultimate accomplishment, your attention is called to the documents 
herewith transmitted, marked Appendix B. 

In February, 1865, under the supervision of Major General J. J. Eeynolds, 
commanding the department of Arkansas, the organization of a local militia, 
without expense to the State, and for the double purpose of protection and the 
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EEPORT OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL OF ARKANSAS. 5 

cultivation of tlie soil, was begun. During that and the present year, sixtj-three 
commissions have been issued to captains of companies, the most of them in 
the spring and summer of I860; but the peculiar exigency for the organization 
of these companies having in most -localities passed away, very few of them are 
now existing. 

Commanding officers were instructed to enlist their men for mutual pro- 
tection and the defence of their homes and property ; they were to report to and 
be governed by the orders of the nearest military post commandant in all that 
pertained to the equipment and military discipline of their commands, furnish- 
ing such commandants with company rolls, and such statistical returns as they 
might require, and in the general administration of affairs were to be governed 
by the letter of instructions of which the follov/ing is a copy: ^ 

ExEruTiVE Office, State of Arkansas, 

Little Roch, 1865. 

In issuing the attached authority, especial confidence is reposed in your in- 
tegrity and ability to command; the measure of your success will determine the 
wisdom of the selection. You are encouraged to expect aid from the com- 
mander of the military department, who will cause arms and ammunition to be 
furnished for your defence, and will render such other assistance as your neces- 
sities may require until you have means for self-support. 

It is expected that you will impress those enlisted under you that they are 
not organized as soldiers, but as farmers, mutually pledged to protect each other 
from the depredations of outlaws who infest the State. The main object of all 
must be the raising of such crops as will secure subsistence to families depend- 
ent upon them for support. The magnitude of your agricultural operations 
will be the full capacity of manual labor at your command, as -the combined 
strength of the productive labor of the State is demanded in the impending 
emergency to prevent starvation of citizens. 

Idlers should not be permitted to domicile in your colony ; their influence is 
mischievous, and they consume means which should be contributed to the help- 
less. 

All able-bodied male persons in your community should be identified with 
your organization, there being mutual obligations for self-protection, and none 
should be defended who refuse to join in the common cause. 

Monthly reports in detail of all that pertains to appropriation of labor, pros- 
pects for crops, and the general administration of affairs, will be made by you 
to this office. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

ISAAC MURPHY, 
Governor of Arkansas, 

To , 

Commanding Company 'of Militia, County, Arkansas. 

The surrender of Lieutenant General E. Kirby Smith, commanding the Trans- 
Mississippi department of the Confederate States, May 26, 1865, did away, to 
a. very great extent, with the necessity for these companies. Quite a number of 
block-houses had, however, been previously built, and the loyally disposed por- 
tion of the farming population of the State were at work in communities, some 
of the members standing guard, while others held the plough. In northwestern 
Arkansas especially was this system pursued, and great material good resulted 
to the several counties constituting this portion of the State. Crops were planted 
that otherwise would not have been, and much anticipated suffering and want 
were thereby avoided. 

An occasional company is still organized, and it is gratifying to know that 
the policy heretofore pursued in this regard meets the approval of Major General 
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6 EEPORT OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL OF ARKANSAS. 

Old, now commanding the department of the Arkansas, and will be carried out 
bj him so far as it may be considered advisable to do so. For roster of officers 
your attention is called to Appendix 0. 

The principal object of these companies bei»g to preserve peace and good order 
in neighborhoods where disturbances are known to have happened, or there is 
good reason to apprehend them, and where it is not considered necessary to 
station United States troops, they have been organized of men who are believed 
to be quiet and well-disposed citizens of the United States government, and no 
restriction is placed upon the enrolling of those who, during the late war, at- 
tached their fortunes to the southern confederacy, if they are now really desi- 
rous of living in peace with, those with whom they were then at variance, and 
will aid in suppressing violence of persons and depredations upon property. 

I do not regard it advisable, at present, to put any other militia system in 
practical operation, and ,1 have, therefore, in this report, no suggestions to make 
with reference to that revision of the mihtia laws of the State which, m the pro- 
gress of events, may become necessary * 

During the rebellion several organizations of local militia became necessary, but 
expired wirli the emergency that gave them rise. Created under department and 
district orders, their records have never been on file in this office, but their duties 
were at times quite' arduous, and the services rendered by them were efficient. 
In accordance with orders from headquarters of the military division of West 
Mississippi, a draft was undertaken in the State, in the latter part of the year 
1864, but the course pursued was not appr^.ved by the Provost Marshal General 
of the United States, and no drafted men from Arkansas entered the service, 
althoupdi a regiment was partially organized, of which John B. Kirkwood, of 
Little Rock, was appointed lieutenant colonel, by General Steele, then command- 
ing the department of Arkansas. ' To quite a considerable extent, citizens of 
Arkansas were enlisted during the war in Missouri, Kansas, Iowa, Indiana, and 
Illinois regiments, while on duty in the State, but their number and military his- 
tory I am unable to give. Of the following case, however, I am able and deem 
it proper to make special mention. Early in 1861 George G. Shumard, M. D., 
then a resident of Fort Smith, was compelled to leave the State. In April of tha^t 
year he was appointed surgeon general of Ohio, and subsequently served with 
distinction as a medical officer, contributing largely to the efficiency of the army 
in the campaigns of that year in Virginia, Kentucky, and Tennessee. 

In August, 1861, he was appointed a surgeon of volunteers, and afterwards 
became medical director of the district of Kentucky. In 1864 he was a promi- 
nent candidate for the surgeon generalship of the army, receiving recommenda- 
tions from Governors Yates, Morton, Andrews, and Brough, Hon. James Speed, 
Attorney General, Hon. Joseph Holt, Judge Advocate General, Senators Kmg of 
l^ew York, and Lane of Indiana, Hon. Schuyler Colfax, Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, and other prominent men of the nation. Though failing to obtain 
this appointment, he otherwise served during the war. There was, also, enhsted 
in the State a large number of colored troops, ibr what Avere at first known as 
Arkansas organizations, and many of their muster-in rolls are now on file m 
this office. Their designations, however, were subsequently changed ; copies of 
muster-in rolls ceased to be filed as indicated, and the control of these troops passea 
beyond the official knowledge of this office. 

In Julv 1855, a convention of adjutants general of States was held at Boston, 
Massachusetts, Avhich, by your order, I attended, though I arrived too late to par- 
ticipate in the principal deliberations of the body. Nevertheless I had ample 
communication with most of its members, and was received with generous cour- 



^ The protection of the loyal citizens of the State is still entrusted in a great measure to 
United States forces, and until civil government is re-established upon^ a thoroughly ioyai 
basis, this element of strength and security cannot safely be dispensed with. 
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•REPORT OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL OF ARKANSAS. 7 

tesy, the anomalous relations of our State to the Union being no restriction upon 
the full exercise of the privilege of representation. 

Among the subjects discussed in the convention, and in which Arkansas has 
an interest, Avas ^the propriety of the enactment by Congress of a general militia 
law, and when the convention adjourned, it was to reassemble at Washington, in 
March, 1866, where this subject was farther to be considered. I did not attend 
the adjourned session, and such a law as was had under discussion has not yet 
been enacted. 

On the return of the State archives, in the summer of 1865, I received a large 
number of muster-rolls and other documents belonging to the office of the con- 
federate adjutant general of the State, which have been carefully preserved, and 
are now in this office. 

By section six of an act of the legislature, entitled '' An act amendatory of the 
mihtia laws of the State of Arkansas," approved January 21, 1861, the stafP of 
the governor is made to consist of one adjutant general, one quartermaster gen- 
eral, one commissary general, one paymaster general, one inspector general, one 
judge advocate, one surgeon general, and such aides-de-camp as he may think 
proper to appoint. I respectfully suggest for your consideration, and any legis- 
lative action in the premises that you may think proper to recommend, that 
at least four of these^offices should be consolidated, the adjutant general to be 
made ex officio quartermaster, commissary, and inspector general of the State. 
This is the casein some other States in the Union, and it is believed that similar 
legislation can with propriety be resorted to in Arkansas. 

In fact, the offices of quartermaster, commissary, and inspector general have 
been nominal only since the organization of the existing State government, the 
former two not even having been filled. In this office, which you tendered to 
me in October, 1864, there have been constant duties to perform. Aside from 
the organization of the militia referred to, my necessary communication with 
departments at Washington has been frequent, and especially so since, by order 
of the Secretary of War, copies of the muster-out rolls of our regiments were 
placed on file in this office. I am constantly in receipt of applications from the 
Surgeon General of the army and the Commissioner of Pensions for official certifi- 
cates of the enrolment, muster, duty, death, and cause o^ death of our deceased 
soldiers, to comply with which involves no trifling labor. 

The adjustment of the claims of our soldiers for bounty, under the act of 
Congress of July 26, 1866, will also require consultation with this office, and 
the duties thus imposed upon me must be performed. By the Adjutant Ceneral 
of the army and many of the adjutants general of States, I have been asked to 
send them' my report of the organization and operations of our troops during the 
war, and could only reply that I had not yet had an opportunity to make it.^ 

For the disbursements of this department since my connection with it, aside 
from cferk hire which I have been compelled to pay from my owq salary, your 
attention is called to the statement herewith submitted, marked Appendix D. 
For several months, however, after my acceptance of this office, when there was 
no money in the treasury, and State warrants had scarcely more than a nominal 
value, I paid all the expenses of the office, with the exception of a single sniall 
item, and could only dispose of the warrants issued to me for my own services 
at a sacrifice of from sixty to seventy-five per cent. But this period of stringency 
has passed, and it cannot but be a source of gratification to every one interested 
in the welfare of the State, that neither for this nor any other of the depart- 
ments of its present government has any money been borrowed since the gov- 
ernment itself went into operation. 

ALBERT W. BISHOP, 

Adjutant General. 
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ROSTER 



^RKA-ISrS^S VOLUNTEEHS, 



ACCOMPANYING 



REPORT OF ADJUTANT GENERAL, 



WITH HISTORICAL MEMORANDA ANNEXED. 
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APPENDIX B. 

Documents relating to the countermand of the order for the evacuation of Fort 
Smith and its dependen^cies, December, 1864. 

Advices having been received that the evacuation of Fort Smith and its de- 
pendencies had been ordered by the general commanding the division of west 
Mississippi, and this order being considered by the State authorities as extremely 
disastrous if executed, the undersigned was directed to proceed at once to Wash- 
ington to procure, if possible, its countermand, and for this purpose, to act in 
conjunction with the members of Congress and senators elect from the State, 
should they be at the capital. 

The documents with which he set out on the 15th of December, 1864, and 
which he was directed, to lay before the President, as also the communications 
sent and received in the progress of the negotiations, are hereinafter set forth as 
follows : 

No. .1 

Little Eock, Arkansas, Decemher 14, 1864. 
To Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States: 

The undersigned, officers of the loyal government of the State of Arkansas, 
have learned with profound solicitude of the promulgation of an order of the 
commander of the division of west Mississippi, directing the immediate evacua- 
tion of Fort Smith and its dependencies, a measure that involves the abandon- 
ment of the whole western portion of the State, and our control of the Lidian 
territories, and throws open southwestern Missouri and southern Kansas to the 
incursions of the enemy. 

This blow is disastrous in the extreme to the suffering loyalty of this State, 
and unless justified by imperative military necessity, we most earnestly and re- 
spectfully request that the order in question be revoked. We are loth to be- 
lieve that you are advised of the consequences of this movement, particularly at 
a time when the country is freer from guerillas than it has been at any period 
since the outbreak of the rebellion. Rebel families are almost daily moving 
south, and the well-nigh crushed Union men of the State were taking heart. 

Your re-election, and the consequent increased hope of the recognition of their 
State government, inspired them, and they will now contemplate with dismay 
the abandonment of the homes of a large majority of them to the enemies of the 
government, whose hate, intensified by disaster, will utterly desolate their coun- 
try. 

Meantime hundreds of Union citizens will bepov^erless to avert this calamity. 
Their means of transportation are exceedingly limited, and they will be fortunate 
if they leave the State with their lives alone. Must these things be ? General 
Steele says to his immediate superior that he can supply Fort Smith by the Ar- 
kansas river, and there is no difficulty in provisioning Fayetteville from Spring- 
field, Missouri. 

Not to be importunate, then, much less unseemly in our application, we again 
earnestly ask, in behalf of our suffering fellow -citizens, for the maintenance in 
whose country of the Constitution and laws of the United States armies are sent 
here, that this step throwing back the section of country evacuated to its con- 
dition in 1862 be not taken, or if consummated before our action in the premises 
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and that of tlie legislature of tlie State are made known, that the reoccupatioii 
of this country be ordered. 

With the highest respect, we remain, your obedient servants, 

ISAAC MURPHY, 

Governor of Arkansas, 
ROBERT J. T. WHITE, 

Secretary of State, 
T. D. W. YONLEY, 

Chief Justice Su])reme Court, 
O.A.HARPER, 

Associate Judge Supreme Court. 
0. T. JORDAN, 

Attorney General of Arkansas. 
E. D. AYRES, 

Treasurer of Arkajisas. 
0. C. BLISS, 

Lieutenant Governor of Arkansas. 
J. R. BERRY, 

Auditor of Arkansas. 
A. W. BISHOP, 
Lieut. Col. First Arkansas Cavalry, Acting Adjutant Gen. 

No. 2. 

Rcsohitions of the general assembly of Arkansas, passed at Little Rock, De- 
cember 14, 1864. 

Whereas the general assembly has learned with surprise and regret that des- 
patches have reached this city ordering the United States military forces to 
evacuate the district of the frontier in this department ; and whereas such evac- 
uation will leave the northern and northwestern counties of this State and 
southwestern Missouri, a country several hundred miles in extent, subject to 
the merciless ravages of the bushwhackers and robbers, and thus cause the most 
loyal portion of Arkansas to become a scene of ruin and desolation ; and whereas 
there are large amounts of valuable government and private property at the posts 
of Fort Smith, Van Buren, and Fayetteville, that for want of transportation will 
necessarily be destroyed or fall into the hands of the enemy, amounting to many 
thousands of dollars, without taking into consideration valuable public expendi- 
tures that have been made ; and whereas, above all other considerations, there 
are thousands of persons, members of loyal families, now under the protection 
of federal soldiers of that district who have no means of transportation to remove 
themselves or effects, who will therefore necessarily be left at the mercy of 
those who spare neither bedding, food, nor clothing, and thus in the rigors of 
midwinter will be compelled to travel on foot to the federal lines, or famish for 
want of the necessaries of life ; and whereas the people in common with our- 
selves have already suffered much for our devotion to the Union of our fathers 
anS have great confidence in the justice, patriotism and humanity of the Execu- 
tive of the United States, and an abiding faith that he will fulfil his promises to 
the loyal people of this State, and extend to each of them all the protection in 
his power, consistent with the common good of the nation : Therefore, 

Be it resolved by this general assembly. That in behalf of the ^ hun- 
dreds of families of Union soldiers and of many loyal citizens, who are without 
the means of transportation in this time of dire necessity, we appeal to those 
in authority not to carry the above order into effect during the severity of win- 
ter, and if it must be executed, that this be done at a different season of the year. 

Be it further resolved. That in the name of humanity and the loyal people of 
western and northwestern Arkansas, we appeal to the President to cause said 
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order issued as aforesaid requiring the evacuation of tlie district of the frontier 
of this department, to be revoked, and that a sufficient number of troops remain 
to hold the posts now occupied in said district. 

Eesolved further, That we call the attention of the government to the propri- 
ety of establishing a military post at Jacksonport or Batesville in northeastern 
Arkansas. 

Resolved farther, That our delegation at Washington with Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Bishop, acting adjutant general of Arkansas, be intrusted with the foregoing 
resolutions. 

Approved December 14, 1864. 

ISAAC MUHPHY, 

Governor of ArkoMsas. 

No. 3. 

Hbadciuarters Department of Arkansas, 

Little RocJc, Arkansas, November 24, 1864. 

General : It is my opinion that the Arkansas can be relied upon as a means 
of transportation for supplies to Fort Smith. The river is at present navigable, 
and supplies have been forwarded by steamers sufficient to last until there shall 
be another rise, when a year's supply can be sent at once. If there had been 
a year's supply here for Fort Smith last winter it might have been sent there by 
steamers. There is every indication now that we shall have a navigable river. It 
has been cloudy and rainy here for several weeks, which is a sure indication of 
snow in the mountains. The bayous and sloughs are all full and the streams 
high. At all events I am opposed to breaking up Fort Smith for the following rea- 
sons : It has been strongly fortified at a very considerable expense and can be 
held against great odds. It is a flanking arrangement to this depot and helps 
to cover De vall's Bluff as well as Arkansas and Missouri. 

To give up the whole northwestern portion of Arkansas would be a breach of 
good faith on the part of the government towards the loyal citizens of that sec- 
tion,, and to the friendly Indians of the Territories. , If our troops should evacu- 
ate Fort Smith the rebels would at once take possession of it and prepare for 
raids. 

^ JfC *J^ 5jC -^ ^ 

If Fort Gibson should be given up, which would necessarily follow the evac- 
uation of Fort Smith, we should lose all influence over the friendly Indians, 
who would be compelled to plunder the settlements of the whites or starve, or 
they would be plundered and perhaps driven out of their country by the rebels. 
There are some other considerations that I will not now mention. 
Very respectfully, general, 

F. STEELE, Major General, 
Major General J. J. Reynolds, 

Commanding Military Division West Mississippi, 

No. 4. 

Marshal's Office, United States District Court, 

Eastern District of Arkansas, 
Little Rock, December 14, 1864. 
Dear Sir : I have just returned from an interview with General Steele, in 
which he showed me General Oanby's order for the abandonment of Fort Smith 
and all the posts in Arkansas northwest of this. During the afternoon my of 
fice was visited by men from Fayette ville, &;c., army officers, in deep distress at 
the ruin entailed upon them, and the danger and suffering in store for their fam- 
ilies and neighbors. It is truly a terrible necessity, if it is a necessity at all, 
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that a fortification like Fort Smith, the key of Kansas and Missouri, built at 
great expense, easily defensible and well garrisoned, not to speak of other posts, 
must be turned over to rebel occupation without a blow. 

I should not write this if I knew that |he order was given with your sanction, 
for I should then have faith that all was well, and that the great present sacri- 
fice was essential to the sure attainment of some greater good to come. Now, I 
do not so feel, and the trouble of these poor men cuts me to the heart. The 
order relieving General Steele does not take effect until the 25th instant, and 
as General Oanby's order for the evacuation is dated the 5th, General Steele is 
compelled to perform, and is promptly now performing, a duty against the impo- 
sition of which he has protested in the strongest language. 

There will be many loyal men who will be unable to get away, and of these 
not a man will be left ahve upon whom the rebels can lay their hands. 

Do not, I beg of you, consider me presumptuous. I am not speaking for my- 
self ; but without some great and good reason, something overbearing and imper- 
ative, this thing ought not to be done. 

With 2:reat respect, your obedient servant, 

"^ W. 0. STODDAED. 

President Lincoln. 

No. 5. 

Executive Office, Little Rock, Arkansas, 

December 14, 1864. 

A. Lincoln, President of the United States: 

The President, we all feel, wishes the loyal people of the rebel States to re- 
ceive protection. An appeal to him will not be disregarded as we hope and 
trust. Oppression, wrong, and outrage we have suffered beyond the capability 
of expression, and now comes General Canby's order to abandon Fort Smith 
and its dependencies, leaving the loyal portion of the State at the mercy of the 
Indians and desperadoes of the frontier. 

For the sake of humanity and the honor of the government, we beseech you, 
as President and commander-in-chief of the army, to redeem your pledge of 
protection. We have done all that could be done on our part. We have been 
true to the stars and stripes, at the risk of life and property. We ask only 
protection and that our devotion may meet with some respect. The bearer, 
Golonel Bishop, has our confidence. Will you listen to him, redress our wrongs, 
and save your friends from utter ruin. 
With hiffh respect, 

ISAAC MURPHY. 

Governor of Arkansas. 

No. 6. 
Little Rock, Arkansas, December 14, 1864. 
Abraham Lincoln, 'President of the United States: 

The undersigned, officers of Arkansas regiments in the service of the United 
States, beg leave to represent to you some of the effects of the order for the 
evacuation of Fort Smith, Arkansas. It is now garrisoned in part by these 
regiments, and the families of the soldiers are living in the country adjacent, 
and even were they fortunate enough, in the great scarcity of transportation, to 
get away with their lives, would have to leave all their possessions behind, 
come to our military posts as beggars, and be the despised and contemned refu- 
gees of this war. Those who would be left behind would become the prey of 
rebel desperadoes. 

Fort Smith is the key of Kansas and Missouri and the western frontier of 
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Arkansas. All here and south would feel that we were losing ground, and the 
demoralizing effect upon Arkansas troops would be damaging to a great degree. 
We therefore would respectfully suggest to you the propriety of revoking the 
order for the abandonment of Fort Smith and its dependencies. 

L/. GREGG, 
Colonel Fourth Arkansas Cavalry. 
J. M. JOHNSON, 
Colonel First Arkansas Infantry 

A. H. RYAN, 
Colonel Third Arkansas Cavalry > 

No. 7. . 

Headquarters Dep't of Arkansas and 7th Army Corps, 

Office Provost Marshal General, 
Little Bochj Arkansas, December 14, 1864, 

Governor : I have heard with profound regret and surprise of the order of 
Major General Oanby for the abandonment of western Arkansas and the Indian 
territory. I have been, as you are aware, in the service of the United States 
since the opening of the war, and on many a hard-fought field have perilled my 
life to secure the very territory now ordered to be abandoned, and at a time 
when to me it seemed for the first time firmly secured to the government of the 
United States. At no time has it been so free from hostile tread, and it can be 
truly said that no portion of the territory in dispute is so thoroughly regained. 
I have to-day received my honorable discharge from the service, and I feel at 
liberty to make some statements to you which I could not so properly have 
done while in office, that bear directly on this point. 

I have filled the office of provost marshal general smce the occupation of 
Little Rock until to-day, and had organized a very thorough system of secret 
service. The result of the information which has of late been obtained estab- 
lishes conclusively the fact that since the disastrous failure of General Price's 
raid, the enemy had resolved on the abandonment of the State of Arkansas, 
and fixing their line of defence on Red river. General Magruder has ordered the 
country to be abandoned by the people, and announced that he will leave only 
thirty day's provisions to any family failing to obey his instructions to move 
south of Red river. 

The entire strength of General Magruder's army, inclusive of the broken 
remnant of General Price's army, does not exceed twenty thousand men, effect- 
ives. I trust that if possible such representations may be made to the Presi- 
dent as will induce him to direct the reoccupation of the territory named. 
I ara, governor, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. L. CHANDLER. 

His Excellency Isaac Murphy, 

Governor of Arkansas. 

Executive Office, 
Little Rock, Arkansas, Decemher 14, 1864. 
The foregoing communication is respectfully referred to the President of the 
United States, 

ISAAC MURPHY, 
Governor of Arkansas. 
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No 8. 

Executive Office, 
Little Rocki Arkansas, December 14, 1864. 
To Lieutenant Colonel A. W. Bishop, greeting : 

Eeposing especial confidence in your loyalty, patriotism, and zeal for tlie 
welfare of tlie good citizens of Arkansas, and at tbe instance of the legislature 
of the State now in session, I, Isaac Murphy, governor of the said State, do,, 
by these presents, commission and appoint you as special agent of the State for 
the purpose of carrying to the President the remonstrance and protest of the 
legislature and people thereof against the abandonment of Fort Smith and its 
dependencies. 

You will proceed with all haste to Washington city and urge the impolicy 
and ruinous consequences that will follow the enforcement of General Oanby's 
order, and will represent to the President of the United States the condition of 
the western section of this State as it will necessarily and disastrously be 
affected by the execution of the said order. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of 
the State of Arkansas to be affixed at Little Rock, Arkansas, the day and year 
iirst above written. 

r . ISAAC MURPHY, 

L * 'J Governor of Arkansas. 

By the Governor : 

R. J. T. White, Secretary of State. 

While en route to Washington, a letter of which the following is a copy 
¥/as received by the undersigned, and used with the foregoing 'communications : 

No. 9. 

Steamboat War Eagle, Mississippi River, 

December 17, 1864. 

Dear Sir % In reply to your communication asking information with refer- 
ence to the practical navigation of the Upper Arkansas river with light-draught 
boats, I respectfully submit the following facts and suggestions : 

I commenced steamboating on the Mississippi river July 4, 1834, and since 
that time have constantly followed this vocation, having at various periods been 
master of the following named boats, among others the Pulaski, Elizabeth 
Rialto, Miami, Marietta, Ed. Walsh, Flying Cloud, Wm. H. Langley, Belvi- 
dere, J. J. Cadot, and St. Cloud, I also had a license as a first-class pilot 
issued under an act of Congress, approved August 30, 1852, by the supervis- 
ing inspector for the fourth supervising district at St. Louis, specially licensing 
me to act as such pilot on the Arkansas from the mouth up to the head of navi- 
gation of said river. 

I first went up this river in 1840, going to Fort Smith, and have navigated it 
since that time at nearly all seasons of the year, going up forty miles above its 
confluence with Grand river in the Cherokee nation, and up this river to Fort 
Gibson. I have likewise navigated the Missouri to Council Bluffs ; the Black 
to Pacahontas, in northeastern Arkansas ; the White to Batesville ; the Oua- 
chita in southern Arkansas to the mouth of the Little Missouri, fifteen miles 
above Camden, and the Red river to Fulsom's Bluff in the Choctaw nation, 
seventy-five miles above Fort Towson. My present address is the Lindell 
Hotel, St. Louis. It is my experience that the Arkansas is navigable nine 
months in the year to Fort Smith for boats not drawing more than two feet. 

For four months in the year there is an average depth of four feet from its 
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month to Fort Smith, and during what is called the June rise it is navigable 
for boats of the largest draught and capacity. 

At present there is an average depth of two feet between Little Rock and 
Fort Smith, and of three and a half feet from the former place to the mouth of 
the river, and on this stage of water two round trips, and perhaps more, can be 
made per month. Boats can be procured or constructed that will carry seventy- 
iive tons of freight on tv/o feet of water from Little Rock to Fort Smith, and 
tow two barges carrying twenty-five tons each ; and such boats are now in com- 
mission on some of the tributaries of the Mississippi. 

Should it be thought desirable to build others, Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, offers 
the best facilities. These boats should draw from 12 to 15 inches light; have 
an extreme length of about 140 feet; 36 feet beam; 3-J feet depth of hold; 
cylinders, 15 inches in diameter, with 3 J feet stroke. Two boilers would' be 
sufficient. 

I remain, very respectfully, yours, 

J. J. DAVIS. 

Lieutenant Colonel A. Yf . Bishop. 

No. 10. 
[Telegram. ] 

Cairo, Illinois, December 20, 1864. 
Colonel M. La Rue Harrison, Comd'g Fayetteville, Ark. : 

General Canby has ordered the evacuation of Fort^Smith and dependencies — 
General Steele protesting. Should you evacuate also, send out Colonel Gregg's 
family with yours. Am en route to Washington to remonstrate against this 
most disastrous proceeding. 

A. W. BISHOP, 

No. 11. 

[Telegram. ] 

Fayetteviile, Arkansas, 

December 22, 1864. 

Lieutenant Colonel A. W. Bishop, Washingion, D. C, : 

You will arrive in a day or two. Exert yourself for northwestern Arkansas. 
Don't let government leave a thousand Union families to the tender mercies of 
assassins and robbers. 

I write you to-day; await my letter at Washington. 

M, LA EUE HARRISON. 

Colonel Commanding, 

On the evening of the 27th of December, 1864, an interview was had with 
the President by the Hon. S. C. Pomeroy, United States senator ; Hon. John 
T, Henderson, United States senator ; Hons. Henry T. Blow and Joseph W. Mc- 
Clurg, members of Congress from Missouri ; the Commissioner of Indian Affairs ; 
Colonel Weer, 10th Kansas infantry volunteers; Robert McBratney, esq., pres- 
idential elector from Kansas, and the undersigned, that resulted, after inter- 
views also with the Secretary of War, in the folio v/ing telegrams : 

No. 12. 
Washington, D. C, Decemher 31, 1864. 
Governor Murphy, Little Rock, and the commanding officer, FayeUeville, Ark.: 
I am told to-day by the highest authority that Fort Smith is not to be evac- 
uated. What are your latest advices from that point ? Answer at once. 

A. W. BISHOP. 
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January 1, 1865, the following telegram was received at Washington : 

No. 13. 

Fayetteville, Arkansas, Becemher 31, 1864. 

Lieutenant Colonel A. W. Bishop : 

General Thayer will wait till January 5, but must have definite orders. 
Work fast. Get Fayetteville included. It is the work of humanity. I will 
hold long as I can, but must hear in a few days. All is lost if order is not re- 
voked. 

M. LA EUE HARRISOK 

January 2, 1865, l5he undersigned was requested by the Secretary of War to 
state what he knew concerning the ordered evacuation of Fort Smith, and how 
he, an officer, came to be in Washington, whereupon the following communication 
was transmitted to the Secretary : 

No. 14. 

Washln-GTON, D. C, January 2, 1865. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following facts in relation to the recently 
ordered evacuation of Fort Smith and dependencies : 

General Oanby's order ^o that effect, dated the 5th December, was received at 
Little Rock, on or about the 13th ultimo, and on the evening of that day was 
telegraphed, by order of General Steele, to Lewisburg, 60 miles west of Little 
Rock, from which place it wa^ to be forwarded by messenger across the country 
to Fort Smith, a distance of 120 miles. By General Steele this order was in- 
terpreted to be peremptory, and such I understood from him personally, to be 
the character of his order to General Thayer. 

On the morning of the 15th, with the knowledge of General Steele, though 
not at his suggestion, but accredited by the governor of the State, the legisla- 
ture then in session, and variously otherwise, as will more fully appear from the 
documents which 1 had the honor of laying before the President of the United 
States on the evening of the 27th ultimo, I started from Little Eock for this 
city via Duvall's Bluff, Memphis and Cairo, to respectfully remonstrate against 
the execution of this order, or at least to insure, if possible, a suspension of 
proceedings under it until its disastrous effect upon our frontier interests, espe- 
cially as concerns the Union people of Arkansas and the friendly Lidians, 
should be brought to your notice. 

Fayetteville, which controls northwestern Arkansas and aids in protecting 
southwestern Missouri, though in no sense a dependency of Fort Smith, (always 
receiving its stores and supplies from Springfield, Missouri,) is in the district of 
the frontier, and Colonel Harrison, in command, is fully expecting to be com- 
pelled to evacuate. 

I have been on duty on the frontier since the spring of 1862, and at no time 
since our occupation of that country has it been so free from the enemy's pres- 
ence, especially ea?t of the Cherokee line, as since the disastrous termination of 
General Price's raid into Missouri ; and in making this statement allow me to 
say, that I but simply repeat the declarations of those much higher in authority 
than myself. 

I am here, I am frank to say, without your permission, but entirely upon the 
business indicated, and coming at a time when, if we acted at all, we must do 
so promptly. Permit me also and finally to say, that I am on duty with Gen- 
eral Steele's consent, as adjutant general of the State, and awaiting, before re- 
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signing my position in the ariny, the action of the present Congress upon the 
application of the State for the recognition of her government. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. W. BISHOP, 
Lieut. Gol. First Arkansas Cavalry Volunteers. 
Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War, 

On the same day a communication, of which the following is a copy, was re- 
ceived and placed on file in the War Department : 

No. 15. 

Fayetteville, Ark., December 23, 1864. 

Colonel : To-day I replied to your telegram of the 21st instant, from Cairo. 
I write this as a simple memorandum to guide you in your entreaties for the suffer- 
ing women and children of northwestern Arkansas. There are thousands of old 
men, women, and children left here yet. You know their condition. I have from 
time to time worked to assist and protect them. Since you left I have estab- 
lished,' at their request, post colonies at Rheas's Mill, Engle's Mill, Bentonville, 
Pea Ridge, Elm Spring, and Huntsville, and am about organizing others at 
Mudtown, Mount Comfort, Oxford Bend, Richland, McGuire's, Middle Fork, 
West Fork, and Hog Eye. 

The plan is : 

1. Fifty men, capable of bearing arms, unite and ask to be organized into a 
home guard company, and permission to settle /)n a large tract of abandoned 
land, which is all in one body. 

2. They are organized, armed, and move their families to the place. 

3. They build a block-house or small fort in the best point on the land (se- 
lected by me.) 

4 They sign articles agreeing to be loyal to the United States authorities; to 
abide by the laws and orders from the nearest military post ; the laws and 
present constitution of Arkansas ; the proclamation of the President, &c., and 
are mustered in as home guards. 

They also agree to parcel out the land by vote, giving to each one all he 
wants to cultivate, but to have nothing in common, except common defence and 
obedience to law. Thus all persons within ten miles of these settlements are 
expected to enroll their names and belong to them, and none but rebels have, so 
far, objected. 

Six of the settlements have made such progress that each will raise large 
quantities of corn next season, and the Union Valley settlement has agreed to 
deliver one thousand tons of hay next season, if needed. 

Bentonville and Elm Springs are filling with people who have moved in. 
Winningham is going to settle Mudtown with fifty Arkansas families returned 
from Missouri. 

All this is no chimera ; it is half accomplished now, and the other companies 
are forming and will be at work within ten days. Some of the forts are nearly 
done. The refugees have nearly all left this place and gone to the colonies. 

Bushwhackers* families have, two-thirds of- them, been scared to Texas, and 
the others are fast going. No bushwhacker can exist here next season if govern- 
ment gives these people a little protection. One regiment here is enough. I 
have excellent winter quarters just about completed for the whole regiment. 
You know of the warehouses and forts. The latter have been made almost im- 
pregnable with scarp, galleries, &c. You know the rest. 

Say it to the powers that be— beg for this distressed people, who have so 
often been committed to our cause and tlien had their support withdrawn ; rep- 
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resent how few troops I liave in this district ; I don't ask for more ; I don't 
even ask to stay, though I would like to do so for the sake of the people, but 
at all events have some troops sent here. You can say all that is needed. 

Telegraph me the instant the order is revoked, and telegraph if you fail It 
must be before January 1, 1865, if possible, or it will not save us. 
Yours, for Arkansas, 

M. LA EUE HARRISON, 

Colojiel First ArJcansas Cavalry. 
Lieut. Colonel A. W. Bishop, 

Acting Adjutant General, ArJcansas. 

Whileit was still unknown by the undersigned whether the order of counter- 
mand had actually been issued or not, the following telegram was received : 

No. 16. 
Fayetteville, Arkansas, January 7, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. A. W. Bishop, WasMngton, D. G. 

You will please see that the order revoking the order for abandonment of this 
district, if one has been issued, is sent to Fayetteville, directed to care of Col- 
onel Harrison. 

I cannot be ready to leave Fort Smith before 15th instant. 
By order of General Thayer : 

M. LA RUE HARRISON, 

Colonel First Arkansas Cavalry. 
To which the following reply was sent : 

No. 17. 

Washington, January 8, 1865. 
General Thayer, Fort Smith, 

(care Colonel Harrison, Fayetteville,) Ark. : 

Order of countermand sent to General Reynolds via Cairo, 30th ultimo. Sec- 
retary of War away, but department assures me that General Halleck will be 
requested in morning to telegraph to you to await receipt of this order. 
^ ■ b P ^ i' ^ ^^ BISHOP. 

No. 18. 
In answer to this last despatch the follov^^ing was received : 

Fayetteville, Ark., January 9, 1865. 
Lieutenant Colonel A. W. Bishop, Washington, D. C. : 

General Thayer says : '' Get War Department to telegraph to him at once i-o 
this place, via St. Louis, that order has been revoked. He must have it imme- 
diately or leave in a few days." 

M. LA RUE HARRISON, 

Colonel First Arkansas Cavalry. 

Refly. 
No. 19. 

Washington, D. C, January 10, 1865. 
Colonel M. La Rue Harrison, Fayetteville, Ark, : 

Your despatch of 9th submitted to War Department. Colonel Hardee ia 
charge will see General Halleck to-day. General Thayer will be justified in 
holding on. 

A. W. BISHOP. 
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On the following afternoon the following closing despatch was forwarded : 

No. 20. 

Washingtoa^ January 10, 1865 — 4 p, m„ 
General Thayer, Fort SmitJt, 

(care Colonel Harrison, Fayetteville,) Arlc. : 

The War Department have just assured me that General Halleck will tele- 
graph you to-day the order to General Reynolds. 

A. W. BISHOR 
The same day the following telegraphic order was issued : 

U. S. Military Telegraph, 

Washington, D, C, January 10, 1865. 
To Commanding Offcers Fort SmitJi and Fayetteville : 

Lieutenant General Grant has directed that Fort Smith and adjacent posts be 
not evacuated if they can be supplied, and if they be already abandoned that 
they be reoccupied as early as supplies can be furnished to them. 
These orders have been sent to Major General J. J. Reynolds. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major General and Chief of Staff, 

A partial evacuation had taken place before this order was received at Fort 
Smith, but the troops were recalled and the disasters feared mainly avoided. 

The undersigned, by direction of the governor of the State, then remained in 
Washington until the close of the second session of the thirty-eighth Congress, 
co-operating with the members elect from Arkansas in endeavoring to secure the 
recognition of the State government. 

A. W. BISHOP, 
Adjutant General Arkansas, 
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APPENDIX 0. 



ROSTER 

OF ARKANSAS MILITIA, ORGANIZED WITH THE APPROVAL OF MAJOR 

GENERAL J. J. REYNOLDS, COMMANDING THE 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARKANSAS. 



1865-'66. 
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DISBURSEMENTS 



ADJUTANT GEIERAL^S OFFICE, 

FROM 

ORGANIZATION 01*^ PEESENT STATE GOVERNMENT 

TO NOVEMBER 1, 1866. 
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Appendix D.—Bishrrsements of Adjutant GeneraVs Office, from organization 
offresent State governvient to Novemher 1, 1866. 



1865. 

Jan. 14 

June 13 

Aug. 26 

Aug. 26 

Oct. 3 

Oct. 31 

Nov. 1 

1866. 

May 29 

June 18 

July 23 

Aug. 25 

Aug. 25 

Oct. 31 

Oct. 31 



For printing letter heads and envelopes - -^ _- - - ....---.■... 

For warrants drawn to pay expenses of adjutant general m going to and returnnig 

from adjutant generals' convention at Boston, Massachusetts, July, IbbS 

For R. P. Studley & Co.'s bill (St. Louis) for office books. . . . . ... . . - - - . • - - - - - 

For office expenses (lights, stationery, postage, &c.) from April 1, Ibbo, to date 

For office expenses for September, 1865 • - ■ - 

For stationery - 

For office expenses for October, 1865 - 



For U, P. Studley & Co.'s bill for muster-out roll booli and express charges. 
For stationery 



.do. 



For postage stamps ; 

For express charges on rolls from St. Louis 

For postage stamps and box rent 

For George H. Gibbs's bill for stationery, books, 



&c- 



Total. 



$21 00 

300 00 

311 00 

50 00 

13 00 

11 06 

5 55 

39 25 
2 50 
7 70 

1 00 

2 00 
4 03 

32 00 



800 09 



Hosted by 



Google 



INDEX. 

Page. 

PREFATOEY NOTE 1 

Eeport of adjutant general - 2 

Appendix A. — Roster of Arkansas volunteers ^ 

First regiment Arkansas cavalry volunteers iO 

Field and staff 10 

Non-commissioned staff. - 1^ 

Company A - 12 

Company B 1^ 

Company C ^ ^ 

Company D 23 

Company E 26 

Company F 30 

Company G- - - - f^ 

Company H • 37 

Company 1 41 

Company K 45 

Company L - 48 

Company M - 51 

Historical memoranda ^^ 

Second regiment Arkansas cavalry volunteers - ^'^ 

Field and staff 57 

Non-commissioned staff - 57 

Company A - - 56 

Company B , ^1 

Company C ^3 

Company D ^'^ 

Company E '^0 

Company F '^3 

Company G '^^^' 

Company H '^^ 

Company 1 82 

Company K 85 

Company L - • 88 

Company M - ^^ 

Historical memoranda 93 

Third regiment Arkansas cavalry volunteers ^^ 

Field and staff 96 

Non-commissioned staff 96 

Company A ^* 

Company B 99 

Company C 193 

Company D : 196 

Company E - ^99 

Company F ^12 

Company G - - 1^5 

Company H 1^8 

Company I - 121 

Company K 124 

Company L 128 

Company M 131 

Historical memoranda 134 

Fourth regiment Arkansas cavalry volunteers 135 

Field and staff - 135 

Non-commissioned staff - ^ - . 13o 

Company A - -- 13^ 

Company B ^39 

Company C 141 

Company D.... 144 

Company E 1 47 

Company F - ^49 

Company G 1^^ 

Company H - 15^^' 



Hosted by 



Google 



Hosted by 



Google 



